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H-E-T Club Southern California Chapter Newsletter                                                                                          April 2011 

Exclusively for Fans of Hudson Motor Cars  

The Roar of Engines, The Shine of Chrome and  

the Conversation with Friends 

With the price of gas approaching the cost of my first Hudson, we are lucky 
to have the 2011 West Region Meet located just down the 

road (133 miles). It is a great opportunity to have an enjoya-
ble drive in your favorite car. If you run the numbers, you will 
find that for about $23/day for gas, you can enjoy a great 
three days with old friends and a variety of Hudson prod-

ucts. 

This will the largest gathering of Hudson products within 
1400 miles of Southern California this year. Rumor has it that 
there will be some unusual models that have not been seen in this area 

before. 

To start the weekend off, we are organizing a Caravan to the Meet. Starting 
from Arcadia on Thursday, April 14 in the early afternoon, we will arrive at 
the Courtyard San Diego Mission Valley mid-afternoon. We will start with 
lunch and a short drivers meeting at Coco's restaurant at the corner of Col-
orado and Michillinda in Arcadia. We will get on the road around 1:00 

pm and travel down the I-15 to avoid the I-5 traffic bottlenecks. 

If you can not start at the beginning, we can make arrangements to meet 

you along the way.  

Benefits: Attract Attention/Show Off the Cars - Safety in Numbers/

Roadside aid - Fellow Hudnuts/Conversation and Tire Kicking - 133 Mile 
Rolling Hudson Meet - Easy Pace - Multiple Opportunities to Join the Cara-

van along the Way. 

All are welcome: Hudsons, Terraplanes, classics, SOB's (some other 

brand). If this is the first time you are making the trip, this is the way to do 
it.  If you have been there before, this will be something new. If you cannot 
meet us at the starting point, we can make arrangements to pick you up 

along the way. 

If you would like to sign up for the Hudson Caravan to the Bay, just email 
us caravan@elkay.org. Details at: http://socalhet.org/west_reg_caravan/
wr_caravan.htm Be sure to print out your Trip Guide Book found on the 

website. 

 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/sancm-courtyard-san-diego-mission-valley-hotel-circle/
http://www.cocosbakery.com/locations.php?state=ca
mailto:caravan@elkay.org
http://socalhet.org/west_reg_caravan/wr_caravan.htm
http://socalhet.org/west_reg_caravan/wr_caravan.htm
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Mark Your Calendar 
April 14-16 – Western Region 2011 Meet  

 San Diego 
May 14 - Motion Picture & Television Home  

Woodland Hills  
June 25 - Annual Picnic 
July 18-22 – HET 2011 National Meet 

 Oklahoma City, OK (See WTN) 
Aug 20 - Automobile Driving Museum  

El Segundo 
Sept 16-18, 2011 – All-California Meet   

(SCC Host) 
Oct 16 - Apple Run with AACA 
Nov 5-6 – Laughlin Economy Run (SCC Host) 
Dec 4 - Christmas Party 

------------- 
Spring 2012 - Western Region Meet  

(SCC Host) 
July 24-28 – HET 2012 National Meet   

Gettysburg, PA (See WTN)  
http://www.gatewaygettysburg.com/ 

------ 

Board Meetings are normally scheduled for 2 
PM on the third Sunday of each month, and are 
open to all members.  Phone 805/987-8187 for 
directions. 

Want an SCC Meet close to your home?  Just 
find a park or other attraction with parking and 
facilities.  Then give Jon a call (805/987-8187).  

_____________________  

From the President’s Garage  

Have you heard the ad for BBQ char-
coal, where the local guy is giving his 
buddy a bad time for moving back East?  
The punch line is “Just because its grill-
ing time here doesn’t mean its grilling 
time everywhere.”  Same holds true for 
our hobby – we are fortunate to keep 

our Hudson cars on the road all year if 
we choose, more so than our Hudson 
brothers back East.  So now that we’ve 
had that last huge rainstorm, get your 
car out for an afternoon and drive over 
to visit another member.  That way, both 
of you can attend the Western Region-

al Meet in your Hudsons. 

Its caravan time again!  Plan to travel 
with us in caravan to the Western Re-
gional in San Diego.  We’re meeting at 

Coco’s Restaurant in Arcadia at I-210 

and Michillinda Ave about noon on 
Thursday, April 14, for a 1 pm depar-
ture.  Hudson’s not required!! http://
soca lhe t .o rg / west _ reg _cara van /
wr_caravan.htm And just think of how 
much gas you’ll save by not driving 
down I-5 at 85 mph!  See you there!               

Jon Cronk 

_____________________  

Show off Your Car 

May 14th, members of the SCC will visit 
the Motion Picture & Television Hospital 
& Home Facility in Woodland Hills. This 
is a chance to get the car on the road, 
show the folks some memories and 
hear some interesting stories. More de-
tails next month. 

_____________________  

The Bookshelf 

Another book suggestion that might be 
of interest to Hudnuts….. 

 “Art of the 
American Auto-
mobile” – This 
large coffee table 
book has a nice 
chapter on Frank 
Spring. Hard cov-
er, 268 pages 

__________________ 

 

 

http://socalhet.org/west_reg_caravan/wr_caravan.htm
http://socalhet.org/west_reg_caravan/wr_caravan.htm
http://socalhet.org/west_reg_caravan/wr_caravan.htm
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CLICK…online 

 SCC Twitter   http://twitter.com/ 
scchudson 

 Hudson Related Items for Sale 

http://socalhet.org/salesroom.htm 

 Restoration Suppliers 

http://socalhet.org/suppliers.htm 

 HET Store      http://clubstore.biz 

 HET Club         http://hetclub.org 
________________ 

SCC Officers 

President: Jon Cronk 805/987-8187 

Vice Pres: Stephen Marshall 661/946-9027 

Secretary: Susan Ross 626/355-8747 

Treasurer: Ruth Hay 818/247-0753 

Co-Tour Chair: Noah Blough 626/799-6107 

Co-Tour Chair: Jack Scott 323/259-8448 

Communications: Bob Ross 626/355-8747 

Membership: Susan Ross 626/355-8747 

Club Store Manager: Jon Cronk 805/987-8187 

Region Director: Matt Royer 

HET President: Aaron Cooper 515/278-5235 

___________________ 
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Stepdown Wiper Cable          from the Orange Blossom Chapter 

Having a broken or frayed wiper cable on a step down need not be an expensive com-
plete replacement. This procedure can probably be used on any car with cable driven 
wiper system.  

Being “money challenged“ after a trip to the nationals, I went to Ace Hardware and 
bought a length of 1/16” cable and a piece of 1/16” hollow brass tube to use as the 
crimped or swaged ends. I couldn’t find swages that were small enough to match the 
Hudson originals. The cable was only about 48 cents per foot and the tube was anoth-
er dollar or so.  

Removal of the assembly from the car and replacing it is the most difficult part of the 
process. After removing the cable ends from the motor bracket, use a 7/16 socket 
from under the dash to remove the one bolt that holds the wiper tower. Remove the 
tower from the outside by tipping it forward and pull out. You will find that the cable is 
actually one piece with a swage in the middle that fits into the pulley in the tower head 
and at both ends.  

The two rivet heads holding the small guide or cover can be drilled out. Removal of 
the rivet head will allow the rivet to fall out. The remaining holes will accommodate a 
couple of 4-40 screws to reassemble. A drift or smaller tool will press the shaft out of 
the housing, put a little grease on the shaft when you put it back together.  

I cut short pieces of the brass tube, placed them in the proper places on the measured 
cable and melted solder into them, then crimped with wire crimpers. I think the cable is 
stainless and I doubt that the solder really makes a good bond. The crimping com-
presses the solder and brass to make a very solid non slip connection. The measure-
ment must be precise, since there is little adjustment built in.  

I spent about an hour rebuilding my right hand assembly and perhaps another hour 
taking it out and reinstalling it. To cut the cable, don’t attempt to use diagonal cutters, 
use a sharp chisel on a hard surface such as an anvil or large vise pad. A hard hit with 
a heavy hammer makes a clean cut that isn’t frayed. Hope this helps.     Dave Waddell  
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TECH TIPS  from the Dixie Chapter             

From Bob Hunt: Door handles on ‟40 thru ‟47 Hudson Com-
modores (and maybe earlier models also) often tend to 
droop. The reason for this is that the spring incorporated in 
the handle (visible if the handle is removed from the door) 
has weakened. Bob has found that a brake shoe hold-down 
spring is exactly the right size to act as a replacement. The ends of the spring have to be bent 
to engage slots in the spring retainer caps. 

_________________________ 
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Hudson-Essex-Terraplane Club  
Southern California Chapter 
150 South Michillinda Avenue 
Sierra Madre, CA 91024 

First Class 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA HET CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Name ___________________________Spouse_______________________________ 

Email Address________________________ Phone___________________________ 

Street Address ________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________ State ______ ZIP Code _______________ 

HET Membership No._____________________________ (Found on the WTN Label) 

(National HET membership is required for local chapter membership) 

□  New      □   Renewal □  Email Issue Only 

Hudson-built cars owned: 

Year  Make   Model           S/N   Engine No. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mail $15 check payable to “So. Cal. HET. Club” to:  Membership Chairman, 150 South Michillinda Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 

 


